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Reentry Council  
City & County of San Francisco 

(San Francisco Administrative Code 5.1) 

 
Subcommittee on the 

Self Sufficiency of Currently & Formerly Incarcerated People 
 

AGENDA 
 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 
9:00 a.m. �± 11:00 a.m. 

Room 278 
City Hall 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

  
 
Note:  Public comment will be taken throughout the meeting.  
 
I.       Introductions and Review of Agenda. 

 
II.  Review and Adopt Minutes of December 16, 2009. (discussion and possible action) 
 
III.  Brief Overview of Subcommittee Meeting Ground Rules & Protocols. (discussion only) 
 
IV. Review and discuss updated timeline for development of the assessment of programs and 

needs: literature review, surveys of programs, and focus groups of individuals. 
(discussion only) 
 

V. Update on any relevant legislation. (discussion and possible action) 
 

VI.  Update on any relevant funding opportunities. (discussion and possible action) 
 
VII.  Identification of any discrete actions to forward as short term recommendations to 

Reentry Council. (discussion and possible action) 
 

VIII.  Review and discuss draft subcommittee presentation to Reentry Council on January 26th. 
(discussion and action to approve) 

 
IX. Public comment on items not listed on the agenda. 

 
X. Adjournment. 
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SUBMITTING WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENT TO THE REENTRY COUNCIL 
Persons who are unable to attend the public meeting may submit to the Reentry Council, by the 
time the proceedings begin, written comments regarding the subject of the meeting.  These 
comments will be made a part of the official public record, and brought to the attention of the 
Reentry Council.  Written comments should be submitted to: Jessica Flintoft, Reentry Policy 
Director, Reentry Council/Office of the Public Defender, 555 7th Street, San Francisco, CA 
94102, or via email: reentry.council@sfgov.org  
 
MEETING MATERIALS  
Copies of agendas, minutes, and explanatory documents are available through the Reentry 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V��website at http://sfreentry.com or by calling Jessica Flintoft at (415) 553-1593 during 
normal business hours.  The material can be FAXed or mailed to you upon request. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS  
To obtain a disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or 
services, to participate in the meeting, please contact Jessica Flintoft at 
reentry.council@sfgov.org or (415) 553-1593 at least two business days before the meeting.  
 
TRANSLATION  
Interpreters for languages other than English are available on request.  Sign language interpreters 
are also available on request. For either accommodation, please contact Jessica Flintoft at 
reentry.council@sfgov.org or (415) 553-1593 at least two business days before the meeting. 
 
CHEMICAL SENSITIVITIES 
To assist the City in its efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies, environmental 
illness, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, attendees at public meetings are 
reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various chemical based products. Please help 
the City accommodate these individuals. 
 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE  
(Chapter 67 of the San Francisco Administrative Code) 
Government's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. 
Commissions, boards, councils and other agencies of the City and County exist to conduct the 
people's business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted before the people and 
that City operations are open to the people's review.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE 
OR TO REPORT A VIOLATION OF THE ORDINANCE, CONTACT THE SUNSHINE 
ORDINANCE TASK FORCE: 
 

mailto:reentry.council@sfgov.org
http://sfreentry.com/
mailto:reentry.council@sfgov.org
mailto:reentry.council@sfgov.org
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Administrator 
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force 
City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4683.  
Telephone: (415) 554-7724 
FAX: (415) 554-7854.  
E-Mail: soft@sfgov.org   
Copies of the Sunshine Ordinance can be obtained from the Clerk of the Sunshine Task Force, 
the San Francisco Public Library, and on the City's web site at: www.sfgov.org/sunshine. 
 
CELL PHONES 
The ringing of and use of cell phones, pagers and similar sound-producing electronic devices are 
prohibited at this meeting. Please be advised that the Co-Chairs may order the removal from the 
meeting room of any person(s) responsible for the ringing or use of a cell phone, pager, or other 
similar sound-producing electronic devices. 
 
LOBBYIST ORDINANCE 
Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local legislative or administrative 
action may be required by San Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance (SF Campaign and Governmental 
Conduct Code sections 2.100-2.160) to register and report lobbying activity.  For more 
information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the Ethics Commission at 30 Van Ness 
Avenue, Suite 3900, San Francisco CA 94102, telephone (415) 581-2300, FAX (415) 581-2317, 
and web site http://www.sfgov.org/ethics/. 
 

http://www.sfgov.org/ethics/
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Subcommittee on Self-Sufficiency of Currently & 
Formerly Incarcerated Individuals 

Reentry Council of the City & County of San Francisco 
 

Draft MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, December 16, 2009 
9:00 a.m. �± 11:00 a.m. 
City Hall, Room 278 

1 Dr. Carlton P. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA  94102 

 
Members Present: Terry Anders (arrived after Agenda II), Susan Arding, ShaMauda Bishop (arrived after 
Agenda II), Kim Clark (arrived after Agenda II), Steven Currie, Joaquin E. Diaz De Leon, Douglas Smith, 
Glenn Eagleson, Tinisch Hollins, Rob Hope, Greg Jarasitis, Mindy Kener (arrived after Agenda II), Belle La, 
Wayne Mirikitani, Laurel Moeslein, Marcy Orosco, Harvey Sako (arrived after Agenda II), Mark Thomas, 
Allyson West, James Whelly, Javarre Wilson 
Members Absent: Randall Coard. Floyd D. Johnson, Krystal Koop, Temple Byars, Vallan Tyree, Mauricio Vela  
Others in Attendance: Jessica Flintoft, George Jurand, Jeaneane Young, Michael Klinger, Camille Dawkins, 
Albert Turner, Kathleen Culhane 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:06 a.m. 
 
I . Introductions and Review of Agenda. 
Jessica Flintoft, staff of the Reentry Council, asked members to introduce themselves before reviewing the 
agenda. 
 
I I . Review and Adopt Minutes of August 25, 2009. 
Allyson West moved to adopt the minutes and Mark Thomas seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
I I I . Overview of Subcommittee Purpose, Membership Requirements, Meeting Schedule, and Process for 
reporting to Reentry Council. 
Jessica Flintoft noted the leadership represented in this subcommittee and briefly reviewed the roles of each of 
the other four subcommittees. 
 
IV. Review framework of at least annual report of Reentry Council, including overview of current 
funding streams, programs, needs, and barriers related to self sufficiency. 
Jessica Flintoft explained the framework and timetable for the report. 
 
V. Review and discuss research and methodology related to assessment of programs and needs: 
preliminary findings, surveys of programs, and focus groups of individuals.  
�$���E�U�L�H�I���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���W�K�H���³�S�U�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�U�\���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�´���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���$�X�J�X�V�W���������P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���D���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W��
scheduling an additional meeting in January. Group decides to hold an additional meeting, with details to 
follow. 
 
Work Plan Volunteering 
Literature and Best Practices 
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Volunteers: Rob Hope, Glenn Eagleson, Marcy Orosco, Javarre Wilson 
 
Focus G roup 
Volunteers: Joaquin Diaz De Leon, Susan Arding, Belle La, Mindy Kener, ShaMauda Bishop, Wayne 
Mirikitani, Kim Clark, Allyson West, Laurel Moeslein, Harvey Sako 
 
Program Surveys 
Two surveys: a CBO survey and a Parole/Jails/Corrections Survey 
Volunteers: Terry Anders, Javarre Wilson, Allyson West, Joaquin Diaz De Leon, Doug Smith, Mark Thomas, 
ShaMauda Bishop, Kim Clark 
 
V I. Identification of any relevant attainable, discrete actions to forward as short term recommendations 
to Reentry Council.  
None were offered. 
 
V I I. Selection of Chairperson of Subcommittee.  
ShaMauda Bishop, Terry Anders and Mark Thomas all indicated interest in serving as chairperson. After brief 
remarks from each individual, Joaquin Diaz De Leon moved to appoint Terry as chair, Marcy seconded, and the 
motion received six votes in favor, failing to pass. Kim moved that ShaMauda be appointed chair, Glenn 
seconded and the motion received two votes in favor, failing to pass. Rob moved that Mark be appointed chair, 
James seconded and the motion passed with 14 votes in favor. Mark Thomas was selected to serve as the 
chairperson of the subcommittee. 
 
V I I I. Public Comment on items not listed on the agenda. 
Mindy Kener asked for information about any new grants. Jessica Flintoft said that her periodic emails include 
updates on funding opportunities about which she is aware. Steve Currie said that RFP 108 will come out from 
the Office of Workforce Development in the next week. Glenn Eagleson sayd that an RFP for youth services 
through DCYF will be available in mid-January. 
Albert Turner, who attended on behalf of Vallan Tyree from DCSS, offered to answer or refer any questions 
about DCSS, and also offered to make materials available. 
Jessica Flintoft reminded attendees about the opportunity represent the Reentry Council on the Workforce 
Investment Community Advisory Committee by completing and submitting an application form by 5:00 p.m., 
Friday, January 8, 2010. 
 
I X . Adjournment. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:03 a.m. 
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IDENTIFYING UNMET NEEDS AND QUESTIONS FOR SURVEYS, FOCUS GROUPS 
 
EDUCATION  

 ALL BELOW �± Start coordination pre-release 
 What continuing education exists? Beyond remedial, secondary and college (Second 

Chance) 
 Support groups for formerly incarcerated? 
 How to promote education to formerly incarcerated? 
 Cutting CDCR 60% of educational staff - 75% are at SQSP - keeping GED and basic 

education, only  
 What incentives exist in custody to complete education in CJ? 
 Literacy - specific needs of African American men - need to see more African American 

providers/others - inside the jail. Dynamics of race in jails. Culturally competency is 
critical. 

o Education must include cultural roots, as well. 
 Specific needs of parents and children 
 CalWorks use for education  
 SFUSD - mentor and leadership programs - same format on volunteer basis - assist with 

reading/tutor. 
 5 Keys - latitude as charter school - contact w/ Project Read, other programs 
 CDCR programs vary from institution to institution. 
 Look at family contacts to education 
 Garden Project transition inside-to-out 
 SFSU, CCSF, 5 KEYS: empowerment of formerly incarcerated people 
 SFUSD learning disability program could be linked in to other programs 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

 Housing is a barrier �± services for TAY 
 CDCR $ went to WIBs (effective 1/1/10) for California New Start Program �± Question: 

Where's the money?? (info will come from Eagleson via Jessica) 
 Socialization and ongoing support at work - perceived conflicts and emotional conflicts at 

work 
 Ability to understand roles/authority/expectations? 
 Where to go to get a job w/ a felony? 
 Utilization of bonding? Connect pre-release? (Marcy adds that EDD can bond through 

local one stop. But you can only get bonded once, so it should be for a career job.) 
 Better coordination: Question: What do you do to coordinate between providers? 

(example: JobsNow individuals who gave up in frustration) 
 DCSS - NEP and in CJ - communication, trust 
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 Right people in these positions? 
 Provide soft skills, clothing, and other things that combine to make an individual "job 

ready"? 
 What services are available for TAY? 
 What services integrate education and employment? 
 More programs to offer transitional employment and immediate & opportunities (paid 

training, other things) 
 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS AND EMPOWERMENT 

 Child support - Driver's License is returned to individuals with DCSS back to Court. 
Knowledge of child support system, obligation 

 Arrears 10% settlement program (compromise of arrears) 
 Financial literacy - agencies need to help ex-offenders, people w/records - public 

agencies deny people w/convictions 
 Local banks - set up funding for immediate needs of formerly incarcerated - Bank On SF 

(Marcy says Wells Fargo is a possibility, too) 
 How do bank accounts interplay with DCSS? (Levies are assessed, but there can be 

extenuating circumstances -- onus for this rests with the individual, who can bring their 
. DCSS can suppress orders statewide if informed and 

considered appropriate.) 
 How does Child Support work? More education on this point will help to engage people 

who are afraid of the system and getting caught up in it. (Fear is a problem.) 
 DCSS is in CJ 5 to work with people before release. (Used to be under DA's office??) 
 Restitution and fines and fees 
 APD Collecting fees 
 SFSD fees - negotiate fees by considering circumstances (in school? etc?) 
 SWAP and similar to pay off debts (or a life skills/job skill instead of SWAP) 
 Inside curriculum individuals can use in prisons/jails 

 
PUBLIC BENEFI TS 

 CalWorks prescreening in custody, pre-release 
 PAES Prescreening ahead of time, too 
 Allyson asks: 14-day residency requirements - how to prequalify? 
 Food stamps online and paper applications 
 Eligibility req.'s - residing - how to get around these for each 
 Harvey: Parole plan mandates residence - perhaps work with GA and others to get 

exceptions - same day? 
 Wayne: Feds know 1 year in advance notice 

 
PERSONAL ADVOCACY SKILLS 
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 Joaquin: Reentry Council itself goes into jails/prisons to find out what ideas, needs are. 
Promote inside. 

 ShaMauda: Provide a group - Simply Fabulous - WRC and others. 
 George J.: Importance of community-based individuals, since they will push for this -- cx 

with mentorship, other community activities -- provide some social connectedness (and 
even social pressure?) to stay on track 

 Susan A .: V isit jails/prisons -- all subcommittee and committee members -- in order 
to extend the community and bring more people in 

 Doug S.: Support from prisons into the community starts with housing. Give confidence 
that housing will be there. 

 Reality of Relapse -- educate about possibility. 
 
PA R K IN G L O T ID E AS 

 Barriers to public benefits �± legal and regulatory 
 Reunification and loss of parental rights �± CWS 
 Errors in and use of criminal records in licensing and employment 
 Reunification plan support in prisons 
 Connection for I.D. prerelease. Connect people to funds to apply for SS and photo ID 
 Can Jails/Prisons coordinate links to DMV? Incentive to schedule those appointments? 
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Other materials to attach? 
 Roster 
 Subcommittee Meeting Agendas/Packets/Minutes 

 
Dates of Meetings: 
August 25, 2009 
December 16, 2009 
 
Members of Subcommittee: 
(List or See attached Roster) 
 
Overview of Topics: 
 Education: including literacy/basic, secondary, post-secondary. 
 Employment: training, placement, retention, job readiness, et al. 
 Financial Obligations and Money Management: child support, fines, fees, becoming banked, 

repairing credit, et al. 
 Public Benefits: eligibility for and access to Food Stamps, WIC, SSI, GA, CalWORKS, 

Medi-Cal, et al. 
 Personal Development & Advocacy Skills: problem solving skills and personal advocacy 

needed to navigate systems, challenges, and become as self-sufficient as possible. 
 
Actions to Date: 
 Selected Chairperson Mark Thomas. 
 Volunteers working on development of survey of programs and of correctional partners. 
 Volunteers developing focus groups for incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people. 
 Volunteers developed bibliography of literature on needs and best practices related to self 

sufficiency. 
 
Next Steps: 
 Complete all program surveys, surveys of correctional partners, and focus groups. 
 Develop draft report of needs and programs related Self Sufficiency. 
 Begin research to assess funding available & regulatory/legislative barriers to reentry. 

 
Immediate Actions Requested: 
 Short term actions requiring immediate RC support? 
 Selection of WiCAC representative at 1/26 meeting. 
 Actions related to Legislative/Funding updates? 

 


